
While Doc Eldridge’s answers to our questionnaire indicate that he 
shares some of Grow Green’s objectives, many of his actions have 
been directly contrary to these positions. For example, despite re-
peated promises to appoint a TDR committee, he ultimately refused to 
do so. He actively lobbied for variances to both state and local environ-
mental regulations to allow the construction of a strip mall on top of a 
stream. 
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Heidi Davison’s questionnaire answers show that she shares Grow 
Green’s objectives and that she has a solid grasp of the interactive na-
ture of growth, development, and quality of life issues in ACC. She ex-
presses a vision for ACC and a willingness and ability to build consen-
sus among diverse constituencies. Her past experience shows that she 
is committed to the community, is a tireless worker, has the skills to 
lead, and suggests that she would make an effective mayor.  

Tom Chasteen (D, I) ★★★ 
SUPERDISTRICT 9 

 

 
Jim Ponsoldt’s answers to the questionnaire indicate that he shares 
most of Grow Green’s positions. He has concrete ideas about improving 
environmental protection, access to affordable housing, and curbing 
sprawl, all while maintaining a healthy economy. His record on the 
Board of Education and his considered responses signal a willingness to 
take a stand, and the ability to work effectively with others. 

How we arrived at our ratings: Grow Green mailed each candidate a questionnaire on these issues, and also requested biog-
raphies of the challengers.  For incumbents, scores were primarily based on their voting and action record, as well as their ques-
tionnaire responses, if any. For challengers, evaluations were based on questionnaire answers and background and experience.  

Tom Chasteen’s voting record is more or less evenly divided on issues 
important to Grow Green.  Most of his pro-AGGC votes were cast in 
2000, however. He did not return the questionnaire. 

Heidi Davison (D) ★★★★ 

Doc Eldridge (D, I) ★★  Jim Ponsoldt (D) ★★★★  
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Dear Neighbor, 
 
On Tuesday, Sept. 10, the voters of Athens will choose our next Mayor and Su-
perdistrict 9 Commissioner in the Democratic Runoff Election.  Please do not 
miss this opportunity to help decide the future of our community!  This year, 
there is a very real chance that we can elect leaders who share our vision for Ath-
ens: a community with healthy neighborhoods, clean air and water, protected open 
space, high-quality jobs, and decent, stable housing for our workforce.  
 
The current Mayor and a majority of the Commission have presided over the dis-
mantling of that vision, through large-scale decisions like the passage of the pro-
sprawl Zoning Ordinance in 2000, and through numerous individual rezonings and 
variances.  If you are as concerned about these issues as we are, please vote on 
Sept. 10!  Even if you did not vote in the primary elections, you may vote in 
the Democratic Runoff if you were registered to vote before July 22.  The only 
people who cannot vote in this election are those who voted in the August 20 Re-
publican primary.   
 
Who we elect matters.  Grow Green has given our highest ratings to challengers 
Heidi Davison and Jim Ponsoldt because we believe they will work effectively to 
implement our shared vision for Athens.  
 

Your vote matters!  Please vote for a change on Sept. 10. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Athens Grow Green Coalition The mission of the Athens Grow Green Coalition is 
to promote responsible community development 
and growth management policies and practices 
that protect natural resources, prevent sprawl, 
maintain a healthy economy, and preserve a high 
quality of life for all in the Athens region. 

Athens Grow Green Coalition 
P.O. Box 1085 
Athens, GA 30603 

Visit www.AthensGrowGreen.com for questionnaire  
responses, voting records, and candidate biographies. 
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