Friends of Five Points Candidate Questionnaire
Athens-Clarke County 2002 Election

Candidate’s name: Address:

Phone: Email address: Website:

Dear Candidate,

The Friends of Five Points (FOFP) respectfully asks that you provide answers to the following six
questions about our neighborhoods. Feel free to use the back of each page. Please return this questionnaire
by Friday, August 9, 2002 in the self-addressed, stamped envelope. We thank you in advance.

1. Despite a growing number of violations of neighborhood ordinances (those covering housing, noise,
trash, parking etc.), Athens-Clarke County (ACC) enforcement agencies issue few citations. For example,
of 17,218 neighborhood complaints to the ACC Police Department during the period 1999-2001, only 304
citations were issued, less than 2% of all complaints. Instead, ACC enforcement agencies employ a policy
of warning violators, even if the law does not require warnings.

Do you believe this policy deters neighborhood ordinance violations? YES NO

If you answered YES, please give documented evidence to support that conclusion. If you
answered NO, what would you do to change the policy?

2. At present, ACC has no system to monitor the business of owning rental properties. Other cities with
similar problems now require the registration of rental property.

Would you support a registration program for Athens? YES NO

If not, why not? If so, what specific requirements would you build into such a program? Would
they include the periodic inspection of rental properties?



3. About 80% of students at the University of Georgia (UGA) live off campus, one of the highest rates of
any major university in the country. Moreover, there is little prospect for a significant reduction, even
with the construction of planned dormitories. At present, ACC has no permanent town-gown relationship
with UGA.

Would you support such a relationship? YES NO

If not, why not? If so, how would you structure the relationship?

4. Some cities have created a special court solely to handle neighborhood ordinance violations. The
rationale is that this court can handle cases more efficiently and with a different perspective than the
criminal courts.

Do you support such a court for Athens-Clarke County? YES  NO

If not, why not? If so, how would you structure the court?

5. This year, FOFP issued a report Decline of Neighborhoods in Five Points: A Survey of 38 Residential
Streets along with a complementary portfolio of photographs. Copies were made available to all sitting
ACC Commissioners and to the Mayor. (Additional copies are in the Clerk of Commissioners Office in
City Hall or from FOFP, 549-7298).

Have you read the Survey and looked through the portfolio? YES NO

If you have, what is your assessment of these documents and what actions would you advocate in
response?



6. ACC, which invests about $25,000 to train a police officer, consistently loses its best officers because
of inadequate salaries. The ACC Police Department has requested pay rates that are within 5-8% of
salaries paid by other police departments that compete for ACC officers. The current ACC Commission
did not grant the request for this year’s ACC budget.

Questions for incumbents:

a. Did you vote for this year’s budget, which did not provide these requested pay rates?

YES NO

b. Would you vote for the next budget if it includes these requested pay rates? YES  NO_

If not, why not?

Question for challengers:
Would you vote for the next budget if it includes these requested pay rates? YES NO

If not, why not?

Thank you very much for taking the time to answer these questions. Please return this questionnaire by
Friday, August 9, 2002 in the self-addressed, stamped envelope.

Candidate’s signature

FRIENDS OF FIVE POINTS, INC.

A Neighborhood Association
P.O. Box 5423, Athens, GA 30604
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